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The Grade II Listed Mast on the former H.M.S. Ganges site, Shotley Gate, IP9 
 

Dear Gareth  

 

As a Grade II listed structure, the mast has been and continues to be an issue of local 

concern..... 
 

This Parish Council  is extremely concerned about the condition of the Mast. Yet another section has 

broken off. 

I am enclosing a disc (HMS Ganges Feb 2013), which contains photographs showing the Mast in its 

present dilapidated state. 
 

In a November 2011 report from Babergh DC, it was stated that Haylink had given assurances that 

once planning permission had been secured and work started to develop the site, funds will be made 

available for the repair work to the mast. 
 

We are now in 2013. There are no guarantees that Haylink will get planning permission so it is 

strongly felt that it is time for Babergh DC to step in and take responsibility for ensuring that this 

Grade II listed monument is preserved.  
 

As Babergh so rightly states in the 2011 report, the site is a designated Conservation Area and a 

Conservation Area Appraisal has been adopted, as a Supplementary Planning Document, in which the 

Mast is mentioned several times. 
 

We appreciate that Listed Building Consent was applied for by Haylink and was subsequently granted 

in January 2010 for the lowering of the mast (to facilitate its repair off site and it’s re-erection in the 

current position).  
 

Again the report states: 

This consent remains valid and contains conditions related to a specification of works and the re-

erection of the mast within certain time periods following it’s lowering. Babergh see this proposal as a 

clear intent from the landowners to carry out the works in due course. 
 

 Whilst Babergh appreciates that this may seem a clear intent from the landowners, the words "in due 

course"  give rise for great concerns. It may never happen. 
 

As was also said in the report: Monitoring of the condition of the mast will continue, to ensure that any 

changes in the condition of the mast are noted and understood relative to the long-term health of the 

structure.  

Perhaps you can confirm when the last inspection took place and what the findings were? 
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The longer the Mast is left in the condition that it is presently in, before renovation begins, the more 

expensive the renovation will be and then one has to question, whether it will become too expensive to 

warrant any repairs being made at all.  

Perhaps this is intention of the landowner? 
 

In 2011 the Mast was not considered by Babergh to be a building at risk and that it did not appear to 

have deteriorated to such an extent that would warrant formal action. 
 

After looking at the photos on the disc this Parish Council considers that the Mast has deteriorated 

significantly since then and it is felt that the work is both 'necessary' and 'urgent' so we urge you now, 

to take formal action to ensure the long term preservation of this Grade II listed structure. 
 

We look forward to hearing Babergh's intentions on this matter. 

 

Your sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Chelmondiston Parish Clerk 
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