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Dear Jill, 

I am writing on behalf of the Pin Mill Sailing club and in particular with regard to the Pin Mill Barge 

Match. 

Unfortunately like many events it was necessary to cancel the 2020 Barge Match.  This was the first 

year the match has been cancelled in 57 years. 

This year we are very hopeful that the Match can take place, all signs are that there will be a good 

attendance of barges. 

The Match this year is planned to take place on 3rd July.  Under the current roadmap of the lifting of 

social restrictions, it is possible that there will be very few social restrictions in place by this date.  

For this reason we are also planning the evening reception traditionally held at the Pin Mill Sailing 

Club.   

Given the possibility of some restrictions being in place by 3rd of July and in the abundance of 

caution we are looking at the best way to ensure that the reception is held outdoors and with the 

least amount of social crowding as possible. 

One aspect of the reception which has the possibility to cause excessive crowding if in confined 

space, is the serving of food to the Barge Owners and crew.  In past years approximately 200 meals 

have been served. 



 
 
In 2021 we will offering a Hog Roast to the Owners and Crew.  The Hog Roast will be operated and 

served by a professional and local caterer. 

Whilst it will be possible to position the Hog Roast in the club grounds, the potential for 

overcrowding is high and we do not feel this is advisable under the current circumstances. 

Therefore, we would like to ask the Parish Council for its permission to operate and serve the Barge 

Match Hog roast on the Pin Mill common.  The serving of the roast will be from a small 10 foot by 10 

foot serving tent.  It is expected that the roast itself will be self-contained and located behind the 

tent (to be confirmed). 

If permission is granted for the common to be used for this activity I would ensure that the serving 

tent is located towards the back of the common to allow other users of the common their usual 

enjoyment of the area.  

If any social restrictions in place at the time of the Match prevent a safe environment for 

participants or the general public, the Match will of course be cancelled or amended. 

Given that the Pin Mill Barge match is a long tradition based on the origins of the Hamlet of Pin Mill I 

would be very grateful if the Parish Council were able to grant this request to allow a safer 

environment. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

James Ackland 

Hon. Barge Match Secretary. 

Pin Mill Sailing Club  

 


