
 

 
 
 
 

1. Revised National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) published 24 July 2018 
The Department of Housing, Communities and Local Government has published a revised National 
Planning Policy Framework.  There are significant changes that will influence development decisions in 
nationally designated landscapes such as AONBs.  The revised NPPF states: 

Great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and scenic beauty in National 
Parks, the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the highest status of 
protection in relation to these issues. The conservation and enhancement of wildlife and cultural 
heritage are also important considerations in these areas, and should be given great weight in 
National Parks and the Broads. The scale and extent of development within these designated areas 
should be limited. Planning permission should be refused for major development… 

The yellow highlight indicates changes from previous version. 
Download at  https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/revised-national-planning-policy-framework  
 

2. National AONB Conference coming to University of Essex in 2019 
At the excellent Landscapes for Life 2018 conference it was announced that the 2019 version will be use 
the University of Essex as a venue.  
The 2018 version included discussion and debate on how the ‘family of AONBs’ will respond to the current 
review of AONBs, how ‘public goods’ might be delivered post Brexit and connecting people with nature. 
Proceedings at http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/eventreport_category/conference-2018/  

 

3. Uplift in Value of Tourism and people employed in tourism in the AONBs 
Research commissioned by the AONBs have shown an uplift in the value of tourism of in the two nationally 
designated landscapes. Suffolk Coast & Heaths saw an uplift of over 6% while the Dedham Vale saw an 
increase of 13%. (The figures for the Stour Valley is an increase of 12%) 
http://www.eadt.co.uk/business/suffolk-area-of-outstanding-natural-beauty-aonbs-tourism-1-5652290  
 

4. Opportunity to work with the AONB team 
We are seeking to recruit an AONB Officer on an 18.5 hour per week basis. Work will include delivering 
AONB project activity, line management and partnership working with partners. Further details and how to 
apply at https://www.environmentjob.co.uk/jobs/69842-area-of-outstanding-natural-beauty-aonb-officer  
 

5. Defra Director Visits AONB 
Andrea Ledward, Director for Natural Environment at Defra, visited the Suffolk Coast and heard about the 
process of AONB Boundary Review, Suffolk Marine Pioneer (hosted at the AONB team) and landscape 
scale conservation. Andrea indicated she was impressed by what she saw and heard. 
 

6. National ‘Outstanding Week’ is coming: 15th-23rd September 2018. 
Once a year the AONB Family gathers together in celebration. We call it ‘Outstanding Week’ See what is 
happening at http://www.landscapesforlife.org.uk/events/outstanding-week/  
 

7. Quick Bits 

• Three events coming up in September will feature East Suffolk #PlasticAction, speakers and stalls with 
hints and tips for the public and businesses about solutions on plastic waste. Detail at 
http://www.eastsuffolk.gov.uk/environment/east-suffolk-greenprint-forum/  

• Strategic Environment Assessment of draft Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Management Plan 2018-23 
at http://www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/about-us/aonb-management-plan/  

• We are looking for tasks for the Suffolk Coast & heaths Volunteers. Our criteria is that work should:   
Meet the purposes of the AONB designation and Management Plans, Enhances the landscape and has 
landowner permission/support. Get in contact if we can help you. 

• 1,587 individual have been involved in Beach Bonkers activity, such as beach combing and identifying 
beach treasures and that is supported by AONB grants. 

• River Stour Festival events continue.  
Latest news at https://www.riverstourfestival.com/events-exhibitions/  
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